The Learning Disabilities Association of Peterborough
159 King Street, Suite 204, Peterborough, ON K9J 2R8

Phone (705) 748-9455 Fax (705) 748-9455

administration@ldaptbo.com

August 30, 2005

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The Learning Disabilities Association of Peterborough Notified of 

Winning Showcase Ontario 2005 Volunteer Sector IT Merit Award of Excellence

Peterborough, ON - The Learning Disabilities Association of Peterborough (LDAP)’s “Computers for Literacy Development Program” has been recognized as a Merit Award winner in the ITAC Voluntary Sector category for the 2005 Showcase Ontario Awards of Excellence.  The recognition ceremony will be held on Tuesday, September 20, 2005 at the Metro Convention Centre, Toronto.

The LDAP’s “Computers for Literacy Development Program” provides assistive technology opportunities to students experiencing reading and writing difficulties and to promote the possibilities of using technology as a tool to help students with learning disabilities.  Using this computer-tutoring program the volunteer tutors assist students with developing learning strategies through the utilization of specialized adaptive computer technology.  The students work on study skills, phonemic awareness, reading and creative writing.  Individual program plans are created to work with students based on their individual needs, goals and learning style.

Volunteer tutors consist of student teachers, educational assistants and early childhood education students attending college or university, that are looking for hands on practical experience working with children to enhance their own knowledge of educational assistive technology as well as teaching those with learning disabilities.  

The Showcase Award Blue Ribbon Panel reviewed all of the submissions and identified 4 winners in each of the following categories:

Business Results Through Technology

Business Value

Citizen Engagement

Organizational Transformation

Serving Ontario’s Citizens Better

Working Together

ITAC Voluntary Sector

The awards recognize and acknowledge the excellent work organizations are doing with information technology (IT) to improve accessibility, effectiveness and outreach.   The awards are part of the Partnership Platform initiative, a project of the Information Technology Association of Canada for Ontario (ITAC Ontario), the Coalition of Ontario Voluntary Organizations, and OnTarget, which seeks to bring IT solutions to non-profits through cross-sector partnerships.

The Showcase Ontario Award will be presented to the Learning Disabilities Association of Peterborough’s “Computers for Literacy Program” on September 20th at a special recognition ceremony at Showcase Ontario, a forum where expertise for all sectors is shared, engaging the public, private and voluntary sector in achieving the goal of optimizing the delivery of IT services.  For more information please visit www.showcaseontario.com

For further information please contact: 

Mary Helen Moes, Resource Development Coordinator, 

The Learning Disabilities Association Peterborough

705-748-9455 or 866-503-3303  

mh.moes@ldaptbo.com   
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